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Third Commandment

For the Lord will not hold him guiltless
 that taketh his name in vain.

Ten Commandments of Marriage
The Scriptures provide us with guidelines and principles for a healthy 
marriage. By studying the Ten Commandments, Bayless Conley 
found they could also apply as principles for marriage.

Commandment 1:  Exclusivity – We are to have an exclu-
                   sive relationship with our spouse                                      

       One God. One wife/husband).
Commandment 2:  Don’t love a substitute (Love your  

                   husband/wife only).
Commandment 3:  Speak well of your mate. (Be lavish with 

        your praise).
Commandment 4:  Spend exclusive time together (You 

                   can’t build a relationshipn and not 
                               spend time together).
Commandment 5:  Honor your spouse by showing how 

       grateful you are (demonstrate your 
                               gratitude).
Commandment 6:  Don’t destroy your spouse, learn to be 

                   gentle (be slow to anger and quick to 
                   forgive).

Commandment 7:  Do not commit adultery.
Commandment 8:  Be a person of integrity (honest and 
                               having strong moral principles). 
Commandment 9:  Be truthful. (Honesty and trust are at the 

       heart of a good marriage).
Commandment 10: Be content with what you have. (Don’t 

               make what you don’t have the focus 
                               of your life).

Returning to God begins with repentance - a willingness to be honest about 
the ways in which we have moved away from God. No matter how long it 
has been or how far away we have strayed from God, He wants us to return 
our hearts to Him. Lent is an opportunity to examine the path of our life 
and allow God to redirect our course. The season of Lent is a time set aside 
for seeking God with greater intensity, renewing our passion where our 
hearts have grown cold and drawing closer to God. Scripture attunes us to 
God so we can seek him with all our hearts. Fasting and abstinence helps 

us let go of distractions and focus on God. Prayer, self-examination and repentance are a means to an end and that 
end being we return to God with all our hearts. Lent is a time of great hope. Lent provides a path for returning to 
God. As we repent and experience God’s steadfast love in the shadow of Christ’s cross and impending 
resurrection, we are assured that there is forgiveness for all who turn to him. “Yet even now, says the Lord, repent 
and return to me with all your heart” Joel 2:13

Thou shalt not take the name of
 the Lord thy God in vain: 

Exodus 20: 7

Black Marriage Day is a celebration of marriage and family. The purpose of Black Marriage Day is
to emphasize the beauty of Black marriages and to celebrate couples for their sacrifices and loyalty.

March 26, is Black Marriage Sunday
A Celebration of Love and Commitment 

Glorifying and Honoring the Lord’s Name
God’s name by speaking irreverently and by 
using His name unlovingly. Blasphemy 
discredits God’s name. Blasphemy denounces 
God’s character. Blasphemy places a serious 
question mark on a person’s salvation. All of 
the commandments have to do with the heart. 
If our words are a reflection of what is in the 
heart, then surely a person who knows and 
loves our Savior cannot utter His name in a 
blasphemous manner.
The name of God has everything to do with 
all that God is. We should be careful how 
we use His name. God’s name has meaning 
and power. It’s holy. We shouldn’t use it as 
if it’s empty, hollow, worthless, or in vain. 

“You shall not take the name of the Lord your 
God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless who takes His name in vain. Exodus 20:7
The Third Commandment tells us about the 
importance of God’s name and about the 
misuse of the name of God. The word vain 
can mean “empty,” “nothing,” “worthless,” 
or “to no good purpose.” We are forbidden, 
therefore, from taking the name of God in a 
manner that is wicked, worthless, or for 
wrong purposes. The name of God is not to 
be dishonored. 
Blasphemy is the use of God’s name in any 
way other than to glorify Him. We blaspheme 


